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Agenda Item 1 – Welcome – Roll Call – Pledge of Allegiance: 

Present were Council Members Jeff Parnett, Julie Good, Darla Weber and Mayor Darbey Edwards.  Carol 

Bond was absent. 

 

Staff present were Mac Qualls, Doug Buys and Angie Mettie. 

 

Public present were Johnny Smith, Mike Paradis, Drew Dodson and Dodd Snodgrass.   

 

Mayor Edwards opened the meeting at 6:30 P.M. and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Agenda Item 2 – Training Brief:  Online Code: 

City Clerk Qualls informed the Council and public on where to find the new online code and how to use it.  

The code can be found at www.newmeadowsidaho.us under the City Code tab.  From the website, it is 

also possible to look at other cities’ codes.   

 

Agenda Item 3 – Information (NO ACTION): 

Official Guests: 

There were no official guests.   

 

Written Staff Reports: 

Mountain Water Works provided a monthly progress report and Attorney Stubbs provided a staff report 

via e-mail.  Buys stated that Farrell of Mountain Water Works will attend the next meeting.   

 

Mailbag & Announcements: 

Council Member Weber suggested a Christmas open house, inviting city staff, council members and the 

public.  This would be a time to meet the mayor and council members, and spend time outside of the 

meeting setting.  A tentative date was set for December 7 at City Hall from 4-6pm.   

 

Agenda Item 4 – Audience Communication:   

There was no audience communication. 

 

Agenda Item 5 – Discussions: 

A.  Land Swap & Recycle Center with Adams County: 

Commissioner Mike Paradis addressed the Council and stated that the County would like to keep their 

land at 112 North Heigho (Block 22, Lots 13-15) at this time, and not swap the land under the recycle 

center, owned by the City.  They also would like to create a contract between the City and the County for 

the recycle center, similar to the contract the City has with Heartland Recyclers.   

 

B.  Right of Way Permitting: 

The Council discussed a possible right-of-way permit process.  Buys stated that many contractors ask if a 

permit is necessary to do underground work in the right of way.  Buys must spend time locating the lines 

for such projects.  The Council will look at sample right-of-way permitting of other cities and will place the 

item on the January agenda.   
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Agenda Item 6 – Public Hearing: 

Prior to the public hearing, Mayor Edwards stated that it was important to look at the reasons that a 

variance is offered and its purpose.  He read the code relating to variances and stated that variances 

should be unusual and not applicable to every situation. Good stated that when variances are being 

requested over and over, the code should be changed.  She suggested changing the application to align 

with the code so that those who apply would be able to see why variances are offered and could then 

show how their variance request fits with the code.   

 

201 Wiley Street Variance 

Johnny Smith requested a variance from setbacks at 201 Wiley Street for a shop / garage from the required 

ten feet to six feet on the east side of the property. 

 

Bias Disclosures 

Mayor Edwards stated that he stopped by the property and spoke with Mr. Smith regarding the project, 

and that his visit would not impact his decision.  Council Members had nothing to disclose. 

 

Public Hearing Opened 

Mayor Edwards opened the public hearing at 7:23 P.M. 

 

Applicant Presentation 

Johnny Smith addressed the Council and stated that he would like to erect a pole building to park his 

camper and atv’s underneath to keep the snow off.  The building would be 24x31, and would be attached 

to his shop in the back of his property.  He stated that it must be 24’ instead of 20’ because two vehicles 

will not fit side by side within 20’.  The building would not be enclosed, but would have 4’ tin sides to keep 

the snow from entering through the sides.  He has accounted for the snow shed, and has made it high 

enough that 10’ doors could be added if one desired.  He is seeking a variance of 4’ into the side setback 

on the east side of the property.   

 

Written Testimony 

There was no written testimony.   

 

Opponent Testimony 

There was no opponent testimony. 

 

Neutral Testimony 

There was no neutral testimony. 

 

Supporter Testimony 

There was no supporting testimony. 

 

Applicant Rebuttal 

There was no need for rebuttal. 

 

Close of Public Hearing 

The public hearing was closed at 7:30 P.M. 
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The Council discussed whether or not the variance fell under the requirements listed in the code.  They 

agreed that the continued approval of variances sets a precedence, and that future variance applications 

would then fall under inequity.  Good felt that there was a disconnect between what the code states and 

the public’s interpretation of that code.  They also agreed that both the variance application and the code 

should be reviewed due to the number of variance applications being received.  Qualls stated that it is 

also important to keep in mind the Comprehensive Plan when making a decision.  Good felt that the law 

should be black and white, so that the Council, a P&Z Commission, and the public could read the law and 

know whether or not something was allowed.  Council Member Parnett said that the law is not definite, 

and is up to interpretation.  Overall, the Council chose to review the application for variances as well as 

the code so that those who apply for a variance in the future will better understand its purpose and 

whether or not their project falls under the conditions before applying.  They chose to place a moratorium 

on variances while under review by the Council.   

• Council Member Parnett moved to grant a variance to Mr. Smith based on the past history of 

variances granted, and, in the future reexamine and update the code regarding variances; Council 

President Good seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote:  Good – yes, Parnett – yes, Weber – yes.  

Motion carried.   

 

Agenda Item 7 (Action Items) 

a.  Midas Gold Community Partnership Agreement 

Council President Good explained that the community partnership agreement was reviewed on October 

21st.  A list or working groups was removed and a formula was inserted in place of certain amounts.  No 

other changes were made.  Good will be the designee for both the Stibnite Foundation and the Midas 

Gold Partnership Committee.   

• Council Member Weber moved to accept the final draft for the Community Partnership 

Agreement and appoint Julie Good as the designee for both the Stibnite Foundation and the Midas 

Gold Partnership Committee; Council Member Parnett seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote:  Good 

– yes, Parnett – yes, Weber – yes.  Motion carried. 

 

b.  CEDA Grant Administration Contract 

Dodd Snodgrass of CEDA was available for questions on the CEDA Grant Administration Contract.  The 

Council reviewed the agreement and had no questions. 

• Council President Good moved to approve the grant administration contract and allow the Mayor 

to sign; Council Member Parnett seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote:  Good – yes, Parnett – yes, 

Weber – yes.  Motion carried. 

 

c.  Consideration of Committee Appointments 

Mayor Edwards suggested having Dennis Nau as the airport manager with no commissioners.  The City 

Council would have hearings in place of the Airport Commission when necessary.  Nau will be contacted 

to see if he is willing to fill this position.   

 

d.  Consent Agenda 

The consent agenda included minutes from October 9, 2018, approval of financials, and payments of 

claims.  Mayor Edwards would like to change wording in agenda item 2 of the minutes from water main 

to entire connection, and also under staff reports, change the angle from 25 to 45 degrees.   



REGUALR CITY OF NEW MEADOWS CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

HELD MONDAY, OCTOBER 29, 2018 AT 6:30 P.M. 

IN CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 401 VIRGINIA STREET, NEW MEADOWS 

 

Page 4 of 4 

AM 

• Council President Good moved to approve the consent agenda with corrections to the minutes; 

Council Member Weber seconded the motion.  Roll Call Vote:  Good – yes, Parnett – yes, Weber 

– yes.  Motion carried.   

 

Agenda Item 8 – Future Meeting Topics 

i. RV Short Term use 

ii. Urban Ranching 

iii. Park Master Plan 

iv. Sewer Land App Project Closeout 

v. City-Wide Broadband 

vi. Clean-up Ordinance Amendment 

vii. Lease with the County 

viii. Variance Moratorium / Review  

ix. Airport Commission Appointment 

x. Parks & Recreation Task – Dogs in the park 

 

Agenda Item 9 – Adjourn 

• Council Member Parnett moved to adjourn; Council President Good seconded the motion.  Voice 

Vote indicated no opposition to the motion with all members signifying yes.  Motion carried. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 9:02 P.M.   

 

 

 

 

____________________________      ATTEST:  ______________________________ 

         Darbey Edwards, Mayor        Jacob M. Qualls, City Clerk / Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


