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Agenda Item 1) Roll Call, Welcome, & Pledge of Allegiance: 
Mayor Tony Koberstein called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. Mayor Koberstein and Council 
Members; Julie Good, Brad Steiner, Darbey Edwards, and Shannon Fairchild were present. City Clerk / 
Treasurer Jacob “Mac” Qualls, Warren Drake (Drake Diversified), and Office Assistant Kim Jackson 
were also present. Public in attendance: James Fields, Fred Erland (Adams County Record), Becky 
Arrien, Christie Grob (Star News), Wes and Dixie Jeffs.   
 
Agenda Item 2) Public input: 
Wes Jeffs stated concern that the Public input portion of the meeting is at the beginning of the meeting. 
He asked City Council to have it moved to the end of the meetings in case the public has input from 
agenda items throughout the meeting.  
 
Koberstein agreed to move Public input to the end of the City Council meeting for tonight. 
 
Agenda Item 3) Employee Matters:  

a. Discussion / Decision on authorizing overnight travel for training for the following 
dates/employees:  
I. Wallace – February 25 – Grangeville / Idaho Rural Water Training; March 3 & 4 - 

Lewiston / Idaho Rural Water Training; March 17 – 19 Boise / Idaho Rural Water 
Training 

II. Qualls / Jackson – March 24-27-Boise /Grants (24th) & Mountain West Institute (25th-
27th) 

 
Edwards stated that if the training is for multiple days out of town, then the overnight travel should be 
allowed. Good asked what training Qualls / Jackson would be receiving, Qualls stated he would be 
receiving Treasurer training and Jackson would be receiving Clerk 101 training with some cross over 
training. Steiner asked who would be covering City Hall front desk while Qualls and Jackson are gone; 
Qualls stated Animal Control Officer Wallace and Mayor Koberstein would be covering.  
  

• Council President Good moved to approve the overnight travel for training for Wallace, Qualls, 
and Jackson; Council Member Steiner seconded the motion. Voice vote indicated no opposition 
with all members signifying aye. Motion carried.  

  
b. Discuss / Decision on Employee Retention and Wage Increases and Health Insurance for 

Probationary Employees. 
 
City Council Members reviewed employee reviews for Probationary Employees Wallace and Jackson. 
Good asked what the percentage would be for PERSI benefit; Qualls stated the gross increase would 
be roughly $1,000.00 per employee annually. Steiner stated he likes the growth he has seen in both 
employees especially Wallace and that their superiors have seen it as well. Steiner also stated that 
both employees are assets to the City of New Meadows.  
 

• Council Member Steiner moved to approve wage increases and full benefits for Probationary 
Employees Wallace and Jackson; Council Member Edwards seconded the motion. Voice vote 
indicated no opposition to the motion with all members signifying aye. Motion carried. 
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c. Discuss / Decision on adopting the City Council Liaison Job Descriptions 
 

Koberstein suggested to lump Agenda Items 3c & 3d together. Fairchild asked what changes were 
made; Good stated that Koberstein and Qualls had made changes to previous versions. 
 

• Council Member Fairchild moved to adopt the City Council Liaison Job Descriptions and the City 
Clerk / Treasurer and Office Assistant Job Descriptions; Council Member Steiner seconded the 
motion. Voice vote indicated no opposition to the motion with all members signifying aye. Motion 
carried. 
 

d. Discuss / Decision on adopting the City Clerk / Treasurer and Office Assistant Job Descriptions 
 
Agenda Item 4) Communications & Reports: 

a. Official Guests: (Commissioners, Sheriff, USFS, others)  
Warren Drake introduced himself to City Council Members, Koberstein, Staff, and public in attendance. 
Drake stated the plant looks neat, clean and properly maintained. Drake will continue to meet with City 
Council members. Qualls asked Drake to keep an Operations Log with the city, and Drake stated he 
has and has also been keeping his own Operations Log.   
 

b. Mayor 
I. Local Option Tax Funding Survey Results 

Mayor Koberstein reviewed the Local Option Tax Funding Survey Results with City Council and 
members of the public. Please see attachment - .  
 
Council Member Edwards stated that he felt he would like to share the load of funding various projects 
with the entire community, rather than just the property owners. Council Member Good stated it was 
important the community be equally responsible for the payment of the tax. 
 
Questions and comments from the public were attempted to be answered and recorded; “Will groceries 
be taxed? What will the citizens pay? I am not opposed to groceries being taxed.  Things should be 
taxed, except groceries.” 
 
Council Member Good asked what the City Council needs to do next, Qualls stated he has begun the 
draft of the ordinance to and will submit it to the City Council on May 13, 2015.   
 

II. Budget workshop schedule 
Mayor Koberstein and Council Members discussed the budget workshop schedule and it was decided 
to have Friday morning meetings for several months beginning April 10, 2015 at 9:00 AM. 
 

c. Liaison Reports: Law Enforcement (Steiner), Industrial Park (Fairchild), Public Works 
(Edwards), Parks & Recreation (Steiner) 

Mayor Koberstein discussed the playground equipment and stated he had met with Brett Carpenter 
(Shop Teacher and Head of Maintenance at Meadows Valley School District) and a few youth from the 
Meadows Valley School District. MVHS Student Courtney Day would like to sit on the Parks and 
Recreation Committee, Koberstein reported. Koberstein stated the youth are reviewing the playground 
equipment catalogues and have several good ideas. Koberstein asked the youth to find suitable 
equipment for children two years old to high school age which would allow children to interact together 
as well as alone. 
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Resident James Fields stated concern about insurance and liability of the city in regards to the 
playground equipment. He stated he would like to see durable, safe, and sustainable playground 
equipment in the future.  
 
Mayor Koberstein stated the equipment he has researched is durable, safe, built to last, and built to 
sustain in our region.  Edwards and Steiner stated their appreciation of the children being involved in 
the playground equipment selection. 
 
Mayor Koberstein and City Council Members discussed the Freon leak at Double D Meats LLC. After 
the discussion it was decided that Qualls would send the contract to Bert Osborn (City Attorney) asking 
for legal opinion.  If the opinion were the city pay the claim, Qualls would process the claim and have 
the appropriate signatures attached to it. 
 
Mayor Koberstein and City Council Members discussed the Sidewalk Bulb-Out suggestions. One 
suggestion was to incorporate local heritage into the art work. Koberstein stated he had spoken to a 
local landscaper which had offered to put together a diagram with low maintenance shrubs that use 
little water.  
 
Council Member Edwards asked Mr. Fields for his input.  Fields stated the area’s heritage consisted of 
logging and ranching but that iron sculptures are a trend. Fields voiced concern that the citizens may 
question why the city is spending money on sculptures and having a local option tax while water rates 
aren’t reduced or lower than they currently are.  
 
Council Member Steiner asked Wes and Dixie Jeffs for their opinion. Mr. Jeffs stated they would submit 
any suggestions to the City Council at later time.  
 
Resident Becky Arrien suggested artwork that would represent outdoor activities found in the area.  
 
Council President Good suggested City Council put ideas together and approach local residents.  
 

d. Staff Reports: Public Works (Buys), Animal Control Officer (Wallace), City Clerk / 
Treasurer (Qualls), Office Assistant (Jackson), Engineer (Tankersley): The council reviewed 
the written staff reports (see attached) 
 

e. Other - None  
 

f. Announcements – No announcements 
 

Agenda Item 5) Consent Agenda (Approval of all with Single Motion & Roll Call: Invoices: To 
Date; Financial Reports & Payroll Summary: February 2015; City Council Minutes: February 9, 
2015 
 
Good stated there was a scrivener error on Agenda Item 3 of the February 9, 2015 City Council 
Meeting Minutes. 
 

• Council Member Steiner moved to approve the Consent Agenda with corrections made to the 
minutes; Council President Good seconded the motion. Roll Call: Steiner – Aye, Good – Aye, 
Edwards – Aye, Fairchild – Aye. Motion carried. 
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Agenda Item 6) Addition Engineering Tasks: Discuss / Decision on assigning additional engineering 
tasks identified.  
 
No Additional Engineering Tasks offered at this time. 
 
Agenda Item 7) Agenda Items for next meeting:   
 a. Water Rate Study 
 b. Sidewalk Bulb-Outs 
 c. Industrial Park issue 
 d. Local Option Tax Ordinance 
 
Agenda Item 8) Adjourn 

• Council Member Steiner moved to adjourn the City Council Meeting; Council Member Edwards 
seconded the motion. Voice vote indicated no opposition to the motion with all members 
signifying aye. Motion carried.  

 
Meeting adjourned at 8:30PM 
    

_/s/ Anthony J Koberstein___   ATTEST: _/s/ Jacob M Qualls_______ 

Anthony J Koberstein, Mayor                Jacob M Qualls, City Clerk 
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Attachment (2015 Local Option Tax Results – Summary) page 1 
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Attachment (2015 Local Option Tax Results – Summary) page 2 
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Attachment (2015 Local Option Tax Results – Summary) page 3 

 
 

 



 CITY OF NEW MEADOWS 

 REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

 MONDAY, MARCH 9, 2015 AT 7:00 P.M. 

 NEW MEADOWS CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 401 VIRGINIA AVENUE, NEW MEADOWS 

 

KJ  Page 8 of 19 

 

Attachment (2015 Local Option Tax Results – Summary) page 4 
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Public Works Report 
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City Clerk / Treasurer Reports – page 1 
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City Clerk / Treasurer Reports – page 2 
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City Clerk / Treasurer Reports – page 3 
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City Clerk / Treasurer Reports – page 4 
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City Clerk / Treasurer Reports – page 5 
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Administrative Assistant Report 
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Engineer Report – page 1 
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Engineer Report – page 2 

 



 CITY OF NEW MEADOWS 

 REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

 MONDAY, MARCH 9, 2015 AT 7:00 P.M. 

 NEW MEADOWS CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 401 VIRGINIA AVENUE, NEW MEADOWS 

 

KJ  Page 18 of 19 

 

Engineer Report – page 3 
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Engineer Report – page 4 

 


