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Agenda Item 1) Roll Call, Welcome & Pledge of Allegiance:  
Mayor Spelman called the meeting to order at 7:06pm. Mayor Spelman, Council President Tony Koberstein, Council 
Member  Brad Steiner, Council Member Heather Wilde, and Council Member Shannon Fairchild were present.  City 
Clerk/Treasurer Jacob “Mac” Qualls, Office Assistant Angie Moore were also present.  Public in attendance were Ronn 
Julian, Ann DeChambeau, Brad Lasater, Jeff Roff, Shanna Roff, Mark Lessor, Misty Hill, Brodie Hill, Fred Erland, Bob 
Cordy, Marsha Shriver, Debbie Stuart, Bruce Stuart, Donna Brown, Bill Brown, Dan Galligher, Wes Jeffs, Dixie Jeffs, Rick 
Howland, Len Yancey, Bill Moats, and Dave Henderson.  Mayor Spelman led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Agenda Item 2) Communications and Reports: 

a) Mayor:  
i) Welcome & Introduction  

b) City Council Member Reports: 
i) Law Enforcement (Wilde) - None 
ii) Industrial Park (Fairchild) - None 
iii) Public Works (Steiner) - None 
iv) Parks & Recreation (Steiner) - None 

c) Review of Written Staff Reports (Public Works, Animal Control, City Clerk/Treasurer, & Engineer) 
i) Public Works – Attachment A 
ii) Animal Control – Attachment B 
iii) City Clerk/Treasurer – Attachment B 
iv) Office Assistant – Attachment C 
v) Engineer – Attachment D 

d) Other: (Mailbag, Other Elected Officials, etc.) 
i) IDEQ & Drop Box Comments – Mayor read aloud 
ii) Other Elected Officials – None 

e) Citizen Recognition: 
i) Marsha Shriver – Bringing brownies for Sewer Bond Open House – Thank You! 
ii) Thank council for sticking with Mayor, and all city employees for staying on task. 

f) Announcements: 
i) Bike-A-Thon – Council Member Steiner set up a bike-a-thon on Saturday at 9:30am at the school.  

Participants will ride from the school to Zims Hot Springs have lunch and return to the school.  All 
money raised will be going to the Youth Sports summer program. 

ii) Free Dump Days – May 17-18, 2014 
iii) Sewer Bond Election – May 20, 2014 Polls are open from 8am – 8pm 

 
Agenda Item 3) Community Presentations: 

a) Midas Gold: Ronn Julian will make a short presentation about Midas Gold and their commitment to the 
community and their Stibnite Project 

 
Ronn Julian spoke about Midas Gold and the Golden Meadows Project.  Wants to know what project they can help 

the city with.  Mr. Julian has lived in Valley County since early 80’s.  He retired as District Ranger from the Boise 

National Forrest.  In 2012 he noticed a few things happening and went to them in reference to fuel transports.  

Midas Gold asked Mr. Julian to review some of their projects and give a report for them.  Mr. Julian monitored their 

activities for a couple of months and gave them a report.  When Mr. Julian gave his report to Midas Gold along with 

strategy suggestions Midas Gold implemented all of his strategies.  Midas Gold then offered Mr. Julian if he would 

be interested in working for them part-time.  In July Mr. Julian became the Community Relations person for Midas 

Gold.  Midas Gold came in 2008/ 2009 when a few game changes happened.  Midas anticipates 3-5 years before 
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they can get the Stibnite mine permitted.  Once Midas get the permits for Stibnite they are estimating 400-500 jobs 

being created.  Midas wants to be involved and hear how they can best help.  We would like to know how the 

foundation works and how they can include how the city might have additional needs.  Midas made a sizeable 

donation for the baseball fields in McCall.  Mr. Julian can’t say that New Meadows will receive the same as McCall 

but Midas Gold would like to help where they can and give back to surrounding communities.  Mr. Julian then asked 

if there are any questions.   

 

Mayor Spelman stated that there may be questions later on and was pleased to hear how many jobs would be 

created once Stibnite opens. 

Fred Erland asked if there was information on their website regarding the Stibnite mine.  Mr. Julian stated a lot of it 

can be found on their website and that Midas Gold has recently started creating a newsletter. 

Mr. Julian stated he would leave some brochures with the city and thanked everyone for the opportunity to speak. 

 
Agenda Item 4) Consent Agenda:   

a) Invoices: To Date; Financial Statements: April 2014; Time Sheets & Payroll Summary: April 2014; City 
Council Meeting Minutes: February, March, April Meeting Minutes, Special April 24, 2014 City Council Meeting 
Minutes; Audit Agreement: FY2013/14 Zwygart & Associates. 
 
• Council Member Brad Steiner moved to approve the consent agenda.  Council Member Heather Wilde seconded 

the motion.  Roll call:  Shannon Fairchild – Aye, Tony Koberstein – Aye, Brad Steiner – Aye, Heather Wilde – 
Aye.  Motion carried 

 
Agenda Item 5) Planning & Zoning Issues: 

a)  Brown’s Project: Discuss/Decision on: Mayor Spelman went through all the new written comments and stated 
that Brown’s project needs to move forward or be sent back to Planning & Zoning. 

 
i) Design Review of the Project: Approve, Approve with Conditions or Deny Application. 

Mark Lessor with the Idaho Bureau of Aeronautics is present to answer questions.  Mr. Lessor noticed in the letters 
that on pilot expressed RPZ was going to be penetrated.  He was referring to the 50:1 and based on the information 
we had and approximate location, therefore aeronautics did not have any objections.  Mr. Lessor stated his opinion 
the building would not impact safety. 
 
• Council Member Brad Steiner made the motion to approve the design review of the project.  Council Member 

Shannon Fairchild seconded the motion.  Roll Call: Shannon Fairchild – Aye, Tony Koberstein – Nay, Brad 
Steiner – Aye, Heather Wilde – Nay, Julie Spelman – Aye.  Motion carried 

 
ii) Conditional Use Permit to construct a 10 unit storage facility: Approve, Approve with Condition or Deny 

Mayor Spelman stated there were no barriers and that Mr. Brown did this as a courtesy for noise areas.  Storage 
units would be right on the property line.  Council President Koberstein wanted to bring up CUP to enhance the 
neighborhood to the west.  From looking at the proposal several units are stuck up in the bank and would not do 
any good at all, there are still two neighbors with no protection at all. CUP should be scrapped, as it does not do 
what it is intended to do. 
 
• Council President Tony Koberstein moved to deny the Conditional Use Permit as it does not do anything for the 

noise nuisance; would have preferred landscaping that line with fence and landscaping and eventually the 
neighbors would have something to look at.  Motion failed 
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• Council Member Brad Steiner moved to approve the Conditional Use Permit discussion in reference to 
approving with conditions.  Motion failed 

• Council Member Heather Wilde made the motion to send back to Planning & Zoning to get items ironed out on 
the Conditional Use Permit.  Motion failed 

• Council Member Heather Wilde made the motion to deny the Conditional Use Permit at this point with reasons 
identified in Council President Koberstein’s previous motion.  Council President Tony Koberstein seconded the 
motion.  Roll call: Shannon Fairchild – Nay, Tony Koberstein – Aye, Brad Steiner – Nay, Heather Wilde – Aye, 
Julie Spelman – Nay.  Motion failed 

 
Discussion among the council, a fence is required; storage units were in place of the fence.  Council President 
Koberstein think the best alternative would be scrap the Conditional Use Permit put a fence up with landscaping.  
Council Member Steiner stated that security would not be an issue then either.  Mayor Spelman asked for a motion 
with conditions. 
 
• Council Member Shannon Fairchild made the motion to approve the Conditional Use Permit with landscaping or 

fence and move the storage units 15 feet off the lot line to the east.  Council Member Steiner seconded the 
motion adding Mr. Brown could apply for a variance if he chose to.  Roll call: Shannon Fairchild – Aye, Tony 
Koberstein – Aye, Brad Steiner – Aye, Heather Wilde – Aye.  Motion carried 

 
iii) Variance Request to provide relief for constructing a sidewalk: Approve, Approve with Conditions or Deny 

Council President Koberstein asked why he couldn’t use road mix material, that way we don’t force people out onto 
the roadway and that he didn’t think it would cost too much.  Council Member Wilde stated she would like to include 
that the applicant would need to pour concrete at some point identified.  Council Member Steiner stated there are 
not sidewalks in the area maybe approve when there are sidewalks in his area and at that time build the sidewalk.  
Council President Koberstein stated it is for the safety and use of citizens.  Council Member Wilde stated that if a 
business off the highway should have a sidewalk of some sort and that it looks better for the business. 
 

• Council President Tony Koberstein made the motion to approve the variance with conditions that Mr. Brown installs 
the sidewalk gravel until which time they can concrete the sidewalk.  Council Member Shannon Fairchild seconded 
the motion.  Roll call: Shannon Fairchild – Aye, Tony Koberstein – Aye, Brad Steiner – Nay, Heather Wilde – Aye.  
Motion carried 

 
b) Family Dollar: Discuss / Decision on: 

i. Design Review of the project: Approve, Approve with Conditions or Deny 
Council President Koberstein asked if it would be feasible to flip the entire development to face the east.  
Koberstein also stated that he was not sure of the reason but that it might aesthetically make it look better and that 
he is not asking that the design be changed and applauds Family Dollar’s efforts with landscaping.  Brad Lasater 
stated he would go make a phone call but couldn’t guarantee he would get an answer tonight as it has to go back to 
North Carolina to move the building and he didn’t know if Family Dollar would approve the building being moved.  
Mr. Lasater stated the reason for the building facing the way it does was for delivery trucks and that the design 
team had tried the building three different ways because you will not get an alley way and not enough parking and 
that is why Family Dollar’s design team chose to put the building the way it is in the plans and could cut the one 
curb. 
 

• Council President Tony Koberstein made the motion to approve Family Dollar’s design review.  Council Member 
Heather Wilde seconded the motion.  Len Yancey asked that the City Council to define the welfare of the city.  Mr. 
Yancey stated that he would like the definition because he has issues with a predatory competitor.  Mr. Yancey 
stated he didn’t feel he could compete with Family Dollar and pointed out that Family Dollar does not carry fresh 
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produce or meat.  Mr. Yancey also stated that if his business closed everyone that depends on the Market for their 
shopping needs will have to go to McCall and some of them do not have any way to get up there.  Mr. Yancey also 
stated that he provides services that allow people to charge and even allows some to charge longer than he would 
like to but they are trying to help community members when it’s needed.  Mr. Yancey stated that he is concerned 
that if his business closes that it will become even harder to attract others to move here due to there not being a 
grocery store in town.  Marsha Shriver stated she would like to ensure Mr. Yancey that the Planning & Zoning 
commission did take all of his concerns that were stated into consideration and that Meadows Valley Market 
provides cheese, meat, and produce and that she would like to see both businesses in New Meadows.  Jeff Roff 
stated he understands everyone concerns and that he has heard a lot of comments around town and appreciates 
Family Dollar for coming to our community and considering New Meadows as a desired location.  Mayor Spelman 
asked if there were any other questions or comments if not she would like to vote.  Roll call: Shannon Fairchild – 
Aye, Tony Koberstein – Aye, Brad Steiner – Aye, Heather Wilde – Aye.  Motion carried 
  

Agenda Item 6) Park: 
a) Develop baseball diamond at Dorsey Warr Memorial Park: Rick Howland would like to discuss with the 

council re-developing a baseball diamond at the park. 
Council Member Steiner stated Rick Howland would like to re-develop the baseball field (dirt baseline with a grass 
infield) that would be designed for t-ball ages not for the older age groups. Steiner stated that they are having a 
hard time getting time on the ball fields before 6pm.  Mr. Howland spoke with Steiner and stated he would like to 
place the field in the southwest corner as it is near less traveled roads.  Steiner stated they would like to get 
removable bases so that they could remove them at the end of each season and by doing so no damage would 
happen to the bases and would not cause conflict with the Labor Day Show events.  Council Member Wilde asked 
about the playground.  Steiner stated that the playground would have to stay where it currently is.  Tabled until cost 
of construction equipment are collected from Parks & Recreation.  

 
Agenda Item 7) Industrial Park: 

c) Addition to Double D Custom Meats bid review: Discuss / Decision on the bids received to perform work at 
the Industrial Park. 

Council President Koberstein stated that he believes the two bids that we have received so far are still too high.  
Council Member Fairchild stated that she would like to see another bid with the same specs as the first bid we 
received.  Council Member Steiner would like the bid to be more detailed.  Mayor Spelman stated that with summer 
just around the corner the odor is going to becoming a problem again.  Mayor Spelman stated she would like it 
listed in the paper and would like the wording to be 9 X 9 wood structure with a cooling a unit and a door wide 
enough to hold a dumpster (use S & S Enterprises dimensions) 

 
Agenda Item 8) Animal Control: 

a) Ordinance Violation forgiveness: Bruce Stuart would like to address the council regarding a recent animal 
control violation/fine and request it be quashed. 

Several complaints came into City Hall on May 12, 2014.  Mr. Stuarts stated that he received an animal control 
ticked on April 22, 2014 and that the complaints that he received when arriving at the meeting tonight were received 
at City Hall May 12, 2014.  Stuart stated that according to the ordinance he is supposed to get a warning and if 
another complaint is filed within seven days of his warning he is then to be ticketed but if the seven days is over 
when another complaint is filed the seven days starts back over and he is issued another warning.  Stuart also 
stated that his name isn’t spelled right on the ticket therefore it wouldn’t stand in court anyways.  Council President 
Koberstein asked Mr. Stuart if he had been talked to prior to the ticket being given.  Mr. Stuart stated that he had 
been talked to but that the ordinance states a set time frame.  Stuart also stated that once a complaint is filed the 
animal control officer has to time the alleged barking dog for 15 minutes to confirm it barking for five consecutive 
minutes.  Mayor Spelman asked when the council redid the ordinance what exactly did we change.  Qualls stated 
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that the council rewrote the ordinance in entirety.  Mayor Spelman stated that the citizens that filed the written 
complaints today had called her at home prior to filling out the written complaint.  Stuart stated that none of them 
have read the ordinance.  Stuart stated that there needs to be an actual policy and procedure to follow and that it 
needs to be handles professionally and asks that the citation and fine be forgiven at this time.  CW followed Mayor 
Spelman’s instructions after she had received complaints from three people.  Mayor Spelman believes the ticket 
should be forgiven with the understanding that the city will follow the procedures in the future and this ticket will be 
changed to a warning.  
 

• Council Member Shannon Fairchild made the motion to change the violation to a warning.  Council President Tony 
Koberstein seconded the motion.  Voice vote indicated no opposition.  Motion carried 
 

Agenda Item 9) Water Department: 
a) 316 North Heigho Leak: Misty Hill would like to address the City Council regarding an ongoing leak at her 

property. 
Mrs. Hill stated that her water bill shows she has used 30K gallons used.  Mrs. Hill stated that she had done some 
research herself and a family of four they average a use of 300 gallon a day and that a leaking toilet estimates 200 
gallons a day so if she is using 9K gallons a month according to the national average so she is wondering where 
the other 23-27K gallons.  Mrs. Hill stated that she has been testing with food coloring in the toilet, has replaced 
everything in the house, does not have standing water in her basement, and does not have standing water in her 
yard or a marshy area.  Mrs. Hill asked if there is a lack of education about the meters the city uses based on the 
research she has done there are several things that could be going on and that there is a 1% chance the meter is 
bad not a 30% chance.  Mr. Hill stated that if they are using 15-20K gallons of water that is still a lot of water that 
can’t just disappear, you would be able to see it running on the ground he feels that with it being 7 months it could 
be a meter issue i.e. the meter not reading correctly.  Buys stated that there a brand new meter was installed at the 
Hill’s residence which shows that they do have a leak.  Buys explained that when the water is shut off the meter will 
zero out and that they checked the old meter before taking it out and also tested the new meter when they put it in 
and both meters zeroed out showing the meters were working properly.  Council Member Fairchild stated that her 
water bills used to be high as well and that she was notified she had a leak but that all of the sudden her water bill 
went back to normal.  Buys stated that Fairchild’s leak was a perfect example the water was running under the 
sidewalk.  Mrs. Hill stated she is not expecting the city to fix the leak if it truly is on her side of the meter.  Mr. Roff 
stated that when he has had to check for leaks and that water will seek the path of least resistance.  Mr. Roff also 
stated that galvanized lines can crust with rust and close off the leak sometimes.  Mayor Spelman stated that when 
she had a leak and had to dig up her water line that it didn’t even look like a pipe once she got down to it.  Buys 
stated that there it’s possible for one meter to be bad but having two meters bad back to back is very unlikely.  
Council Member Fairchild asked if there was something the city could do once the leak is fixed.  Council Member 
Wilde stated that her leak her letting her water run to keep it from freezing.  Mayor Spelman stated that the city as 
well as the city council will keep an eye on this problem and that it could be a large leak or a small leak but for some 
reason a puddle is not forming.   
 
b) 414 South Miller Water Line: Buys stated that Bob Connor approached to move his water meter from the 

driveway and require at least 4 feet to keep it from freezing.  Buys also stated that they had the material to do 
the project but would need a few additional things. 

 
• Council Member Heather Wilde made the motion to replace the water line and water meter at 414 S Miller.  Council 

Member Brad Steiner seconded the motion.  Roll call: Shannon Fairchild – Aye, Tony Koberstein – Aye, Brad 
Steiner – Aye, Heather Wilde – Aye.  Motion carried 
 

Agenda Item 10) Health & Safety: 
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a) Koberstein Irrigation Well: Discuss / Authorization of allowing Tony & Cindy Koberstein to dig an irrigation well 
for irrigation only on their property. 

Council President Koberstein stated the irrigation well would be a cased submersible well and that he wants a 
constant water flow.  Mayor Spelman stated that anything deeper than 27 feet would have to go through the state 
and that the school went for proper permitting based off the depth they wanted to have their well.  The city heard 
about the schools plan to dig a well and went and talked to Mike Howard regarding the well because the original 
location the school planned on putting the well would conflict with regulations for the city’s land application site and 
asked them to consider a different location for the well.  The city approved the well to be dug in city limits and the 
school got proper permitting.  Rate study is on its way. 
 

Agenda Item 11) Street Department: 
a) Speer Street Storm Drainage: Public Works would like authorization to replace a culvert between South 

Heigho Avenue and South Miller Avenue along Speer Street. 
Buys stated he would like to replace the main line that drains most of the south side of town because it is damaged 
from being hit by the snow plow multiple times and is half full of rock and debris.  The cost would be $2,000.00 for 
the culvert, $1,000.00 for the gravel, and $2,000.00 in wages and equipment time.  Council Member Koberstein 
asked if the culvert could be cleaned out.  Buys stated that the culvert is too damaged.  The City Council chose to 
plan the project and table it until August or September.  Qualls highly recommended that each Council Member to 
schedule a time to tour each department prior to budget workshops so that projects could be prioritized. 
 

Agenda Item 12) City Hall 
a) Office Chairs: Discuss / Decision on purchasing office chair replacements 
Mayor Spelman stated she really feels that the chairs at City Hall need to be replaced.  Moore stated that she had 
researched multiple chairs and read reviews and picked the best chair she could find for the best price.  Moore 
stated that the chair that was chosen was originally priced at $599.00 and that she had contacted the Office Savers 
Representative and he quoted her $361.99 each.   
 

• Council Member Brad Steiner made the motion to purchase two new office chairs for City Hall.  Council Member 
Heather Wilde seconded the motion.  Roll call: Shannon Fairchild – Aye, Tony Koberstein – Aye, Brad Steiner – 
Aye, Heather Wilde – Aye.  Motion carried 
 

Agenda Item 13) Employment Issues: 
a) Employee Manual Amendment – Complaints: Discuss / Decision on amending the Employee Manual to allow 
for information to be removed from an Employee File after a certain period of time. (Spelman) 
Mayor Spelman stated she would like to make an amendment to the Employee Manual that after a certain amount 
of time the council has the choice to go back in and remove the complaint from the employee’s file when the error is 
corrected.   

 
• Council Member Heather Wilde made the motion to amend the Employee Manual to read that after said amount of 

time the employee can asked the council to have the complaint removed from their file and corrections have been 
made.  Council Member Brad Steiner seconded the motion.  Roll call: Shannon Fairchild – Aye, Tony Koberstein – 
Aye, Brad Steiner – Aye, Heather Wilde – Aye.  Motion carried 
 
b) Employee Manual Amendment – Compensation Time: Discuss / Decision on amending the Employee Manual 
to allow for Compensation Time in lieu of overtime to be earned and / or spent at a later pay period. (Steiner) 
Tabled until June 
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Agenda Item 14) Public Input: Members of the public may offer input on city-related items that are not on the agenda for 
public hearing.  Please keep comments to three minutes.  Any item requiring City Council action must be placed on a future 
agenda for consideration.  Comments regarding the performance by city employees are inappropriate at this time and 
should be directed to the Mayor by appointment after tonight’s meeting. 
 
Wes Jeffs stated that the city has two projects that are in quite contrast.  Family Dollar had all information included in their 
plans, Brown’s Park did not.  Mr. Jeffs also stated that he would still like a security fence at the edge of the storage units.  
Mr. Jeffs also emphasized the illegal acts that had been done on the Brown’s Park property. 
 
Marsha Shriver stated that she could not hear how the council voted on a couple of different agenda items.  Mrs. Shriver 
also questioned Mr. & Mrs. Brown as they were leaving and is concerned because they are very unhappy at this point.  Mrs. 
Shriver went on to explain she is concerned because Mr. Brown is aware of Boise County being charged $5M for not 
meeting all criteria and had a personality conflict.  She fears that if things are not done correctly that the city will end up in a 
lawsuit. 
 
Chrystal Roff stated that she feels the City Council did well making their decisions during tonight’s meeting. 
 
Dixie Jeffs stated that she has looked into endowment on property and it never runs out they use the language of sacred 
land and that the statute of limitations never runs out.  She went on to say that she is a pretty patient person and that her 
biggest concern is how things were done unethically.  She believes a lot will be revealed in the next three years.  She also 
believes there are a lot of ways to bring prosperity although doesn’t believe that compromising standards is the way to do it 
whether they are threatening or not. 
 
Jeff Roff stated once you start giving variance everyone is going to expect it.  He went on to state that he feels we need to 
stick to our ordinances.  It is not the council’s responsibility to decide whether a buffer zone is needed as long as the design 
fits within your standards otherwise you will be setting precedence.  He went on to state that he understands some leniency 
on the sidewalk but this is what it costs to do business in our community.  If you are requiring then you are going to be 
bullied especially on these property setbacks make sure they are up to our specifications. 
 
Council President Koberstein stated he came in on the tail end and he had never seen a worse set of plans with so many 
imaginary holes.  We literally pull teeth and that man was not going to give an inch.  Koberstein went on to state that he felt 
he knew what he was going to do from the get go.  Everyone understands it’s always about money. 
 
Agenda Item 15) Agenda Items for next meeting: Nothing at this time. 
 
Agenda Item 16) Adjourn 

• Council Member Heather Wilde made the motion to adjourn at 10:24pm.  Council Member Shannon Fairchild 
seconded the motion.  Voice vote indicated no opposition.  Motion carried 

 
 
 
OFFICIAL:   _/s/ Julie Spelman_______ ______             ATTEST: __/s/ Jacob Qualls_________________               
  Julie Spelman, Mayor        Jacob Qualls, City Clerk        
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Attachment A 
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Attachment B 
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Attachment B continued… 
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Attachment B continued…. 
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Attachment B continued … 
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Attachment C 
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Attachment D 
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Attachment D continued… 
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Attachment D continued… 
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Attachment D continued… 

 


