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Agenda Item 1) Roll Call:  
Mayor Spelman called the meeting to order at 7:03pm.  Mayor Spelman, Council President Priddy, Council 
Member Mencer, Council Member Moore, and Council Member Wilde were present.  City Clerk/Treasurer 
Jacob “Mac” Qualls, Public Works Supervisor Doug Buys, Animal Control Officer/Public Works Assistant 
Clayton “CW” White, Office Assistant Jessi Martin, Crestline Engineer Gregg Tankersley, and City Auditor 
Jared Zwygart with Zwygart and Associates, were also present.  Public in attendance were: Brad Steiner, 
Shannon Fairchild, Debbie Stuart, Martin and Janet Tushkowski, Crystal Bass, Wes Jeffs, Mike Howard, and 
Dave Henderson.   
 

Agenda Item 2) Welcome & Pledge of Allegiance 
Mayor Spelman led the Pledge of Allegiance and welcomed those that were present.     
 

Agenda Item 3) Communications and Reports: 

a) Mayor:  None 

b) City Council Members 
i. Streets Liaison (Wilde):  None  
ii. Law Enforcement Liaison (Moore):  None 
iii. Industrial Park Liaison (Mencer):  None 

c) Staff 
i. Public Works Report:  Written (ATTACHMENT A)  

Public Works Supervisor Doug Buys added:  a water main at the intersection of Katherine and 
South Heigho had broken due to recent rain and very cold temperatures.  Water had been turned 
off city wide due to difficulty locating valves in order to isolate the break.  The break had been 
repaired and water was restored to residents.  Buys stated that chlorine had been added to the 
water system to help reduce the possibility of contamination.  Buys reported that unsuccessful 
attempts had been made to hire two different local excavation companies.  City Council Member 
elect Brad Steiner had assisted the public works crew in repairing the broken water main. 
 
Buys added that wastewater alarms had alerted him to a plugged sewer main that caused the 
auger to overflow creating a large mess but no other major problems.  Buys stated that the 
plugged sewer main could have been catastrophic and lead to back up in homes or manholes.  
Buys explained that sewer line maintenance is very important for this reason and needs to be a 
priority.   
 
Council Member Wilde referred to Buys’ written report and asked that he explain what he meant 
by mapping.  Buys explained that the city maps of water and sewer infrastructure are extremely 
outdated.  Numerous improvements and changes have been made to the systems since accurate 
mapping had taken place which makes it very difficult to effectively locate and repair problems.  
Council Member Wilde suggested that Buys obtain an estimate of cost for mapping the city’s 
water and sewer systems.  Clerk / Treasurer Qualls stated that a previous estimate for a reader 
with GPS capabilities was around $6000.00.   

ii. Animal Control Report: Written report read aloud by Mayor Spelman (ATTACHMENT B)  
iii. City Clerk / Treasurer Reports:  Written (ATTACHMENT C)  

Clerk / Treasurer Jacob “Mac” Qualls requested that Mayor Spelman and a minimum of one City 
Council Member review and initial finance reports.   

iv. Office Assistant Report:  (ATTACHMENT D)  
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v. Engineer Report:  Written (ATTACHMENT E)  
Crestline Engineer Gregg Tankersley reported that an e-mail had been received just prior to the 
meeting from JUB Engineer Matt Uranga regarding the city’s Wastewater Plan Amendment.  
Tankersley stated that he would be in contact with Stuart Hurley of Mountain Waterworks to 
discuss the e-mail and would have more information for the City Council at the next regular 
meeting.     

d) Other (Mailbag, Other Elected Officials, etc.): Mailbag items included:  A letter dated December 4, 
2013 sent to the United States EPA in regards to an overlooked change in the City’s new NPDES permit 
testing requirements.  As well as December 2, 2013 Planning & Zoning meeting minutes.   
 

Agenda Item 4) Consent Agenda:  

a) Invoices  
b) Financial Statements  
c) Time Sheets:  November 2013 
d) City Council Minutes:  Monday, November 12, 2013 

•••• Council Member Mencer moved to approve all consent agenda items; Council Member Moore 
seconded the motion.  Voice vote indicated no opposition to the motion with all members voting aye.  
Motion carried.  

 

Agenda Item 5) Audit Presentation FY 2012/2013:  by Jared Zwygart.  

Mr. Zwygart opened by informing that Council that typically cities that send their clerks to training have fewer 
financial and legal complications than those cities that don’t invest in training and suggested that the city 
continue to send staff to training.   
 
City Auditor Jared Zwygart presented the FY2012/2013 Audit Report.  
 
Jared Zwygart explained that the city council can rely on the financial statements that the staff is providing.  He 
stated that the water fund operated at a loss, while the sewer fund operated with a small gain.  He stated that if 
depreciation were taken into account, then both funds lost.  He said that even though there were losses, the 
funds both operated with a positive cash flow.  Mr. Zwygart stated that because of the city size, there is still a 
problem with segregation of duties.  If the city could afford to hire three or four additional people, there would 
not be a problem of segregation of duties.  He indicated this was impractical and reminded the council and 
mayor to initial and date financial reports that are presented to them at their meetings.   
 

•••• Council Member Moore moved to accept the presented Audit Report; Council Member Wilde 
seconded the motion.  Voice vote indicated no opposition to the motion with all members voting aye.  
Motion carried.  
 

Agenda Item 6) 308 South Commercial Avenue Hearing:  Listen/Discuss/Decision on abatement 

procedures for 308 South Commercial Avenue.   
Council President Priddy stated that he had been inside the house at 308 S Commercial and that the interior 
appeared to have been cleaned up and repainted.  Priddy stated that he did not see any mold in the house.   
 
Council Member Wilde asked Mr. Henderson how long it had been since the house had been occupied.  Mr. 
Henderson replied that the bank had repossessed the house and that he had recently purchased the house back 
from the bank.  Mr. Henderson stated that all back taxes and outstanding water/sewer bills had been paid.  
 
Mr. Henderson stated that he was unaware that there had been mold in the house.   
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Mayor Spelman asked how the city came to find out about the alleged mold inside the house.  Qualls stated that 
there had been numerous reports and complaints from tenants that there was a mold problem in the house that 
had caused health complications.   
   
Shannon Fairchild stated that it had been her understanding that Building Inspector Don Horton had walked 
through the building and that he had not seen any mold.   
  
Qualls reported that the city should receive a report verifying the absence of mold in order to keep the city from 
becoming liable for mold issues since it had been reported. 
 
Mr. Henderson requested to see a report stating that black mold had been in the house.  Mayor Spelman 
suggested that Mr. Henderson contact CTR.   
 
Council Member Moore asked what Mr. Henderson was to do if no report existed.  Qualls suggested that a 
signed affidavit that verified there is no mold in the house should be sufficient.   
 
Council President Priddy suggested that the City find out more about building abatement procedures and about 
how reports of black mold in a house are verified.   
 
TABLED – pending further information. 
 

Agenda Item 7) Abatement of Dangerous Buildings:  Discuss / Decision on next step in abatement of 

previously noticed dangerous buildings.  (Previously tabled) Not discussed.  TABLED 
 

Agenda Item 8) Grant Writer / Administrator Selection:  Discuss / Decision on selection of Grant Writer / 

Administrator as recommended by Special Committee.   

City Clerk/Treasurer Qualls reported that after meeting three times the Grant Writer / Administrator Selection 
Committee had made the decision to recommend Clearwater Economic Development Association (CEDA) to 
the City Council for approval with Kamiah Grants & Associates Writers as an alternate.  Qualls reported that 
CEDA had submitted three draft contracts for review.   
 

•••• Council Member Wilde moved to approve the Grant Writer/Administrator selection committee’s 
recommendation of CEDA; Council Member Mencer seconded the motion. Roll Call:  Gina Mencer, 
aye, Angie Moore, aye, DeOle Priddy, aye and Heather Wilde, aye.  Motion carried.  

 

Agenda Item 9) Snow Removal Impounds:  Discussion / Decision on impounding vehicles left in the 

roadway and have become snow plow hazards.   

Public Works Supervisor Doug Buys stated that the issue of vehicles being parked in the right-of-way and in the 
way of snow removal equipment was an issue that was discussed annually.  Buys asked the Council for 
direction in dealing with the problem.   
 
Mayor Spelman stated that she would appreciate if staff first made courtesy calls to problem vehicle owners,  
suggesting that the next steps should be Adams County Sheriff’s office citing the problem vehicle and finally 
having the vehicle towed and impounded.   
 
Clerk / Treasurer Qualls reported that he had spoken with City Attorney Bert Osborn regarding Public Works 
Supervisor Doug Buys owning the only towing company in New Meadows and that Mr. Osborn had advised the 
Council to declare ABT Towing the sole source for towing in New Meadows to avoid possible legal problems 
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that could arise by the City hiring a staff members company to tow and impound vehicles that were snow 
plowing hazards.   
 

•••• Council Member Mencer moved to declare ABT Towing as the sole source provider of towing 
service in New Meadows; Council Member Moore seconded the motion.  Roll Call:  Gina Mencer, 
aye, Angie Moore, aye, DeOle Priddy, aye and Heather Wilde, aye.  Motion carried.  

 

Agenda Item 10) Planning & Zoning Appointment:  Discuss / Decision on appointing Martin Tushkowski 

to the New Meadows Planning & Zoning Commission.   

Mayor Spelman stated that she had received a letter from Martin Tushkowski requesting to be appointed to the 
New Meadows Planning & Zoning Commission.  Mayor Spelman asked the Council to approve her 
appointment of Martin Tushkowski to the New Meadows Planning & Zoning.   
 

•••• Council Member Wilde moved to approve the appointment of Mr. Martin Tushkowski to the New 
Meadows Planning & Zoning Commission; Council President Priddy seconded the motion.  Roll 
Call:  Gina Mencer, aye, Angie Moore, aye, DeOle Priddy, aye and Heather Wilde, aye.  Motion 
carried.  

 

Agenda Item 11) Office Staff Meeting / Training:  Discuss / Decision on allowing office staff to attend 

training in Nampa on December 13, 2013. 

•••• Council President Priddy moved to approve allowing city staff to attend training in Nampa and 
closing City Hall on December 13, 2013; Council Member Wilde seconded the motion.  Voice vote 
indicated no opposition to the motion with all members voting aye.  Motion carried.  

 

Agenda Item 12) Department of Environmental Quality Letter of Interest:  Discuss / Decision on 

authorizing Mayor Spelman to sign Letters of Interest (Grants / Loans) to DEQ for Water Planning and 

Waste Water Engineering  / Construction for 2015. 

•••• Council President Priddy moved to approve authorizing Mayor Spelman to sign Letters of Interest 
(Grants / Loans) to DEQ for Water Planning and Waste Water Engineering / Construction for 2015; 
Council Member Moore seconded the motion.  Voice vote indicated no opposition to the motion 
with all members voting aye.  Motion carried.  

 

Agenda Item 13) Assigning Additional Engineering Tasks:  Discuss / Decision on additional engineering 

tasks (Tankersley) None.  
 

Agenda Item 14) Public Input:  Members of the public may offer input on city-related items that are not 

on the agenda for public hearing.  Please keep comments to three minutes.  Any item requiring City 

Council action must be placed on a future agenda for consideration.  Comments regarding the 

performance by city employees are inappropriate at this time and should be directed to the Mayor by 

appointment after tonight’s meeting.   
Meadows Valley School Superintendent Mike Howard expressed his appreciation for Public Works Supervisor 
Doug Buys and Clerk / Treasurer Mac Qualls communicating with the school and being accommodating in 
regards to the water main break on Sunday, December 8, 2013.   
 

Agenda Item 15) Agenda Items for next meeting:  A discussion by the board to have items added to the 

agenda for the next regular meeting, and / or set a time, date, & place for a special meeting.   

Tabled Items.   
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Agenda Item 16) Adjourn 

•••• Council President Priddy moved to adjourn the meeting; Council Member Mencer seconded the 
motion.  Voice vote indicated no opposition to the motion with all members voting aye.  Motion 
carried.  

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:27pm. 

 

 
 

 

OFFICIAL:   _/s/ Julie Spelman_ ______             ATTEST: _/s/ Jacob Qualls_____________               

  Julie Spelman, Mayor        Jacob Qualls, City Clerk         
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ATTACHMENT A 
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ATTACHMENT B 
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ATTACHMENT C 
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ATTACHMENT D 
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ATTACHMENT E 
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ATTACHMENT E 
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