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Agenda Item 1) Roll Call:  
Mayor Spelman called the meeting to order at 7:06 p.m.  Mayor Julie Spelman, Council President DeOle 
Priddy, Council Member Gina Mencer, Council Member Angie Moore, and Council Member Heather Wilde 
were present.   City Clerk/Treasurer Jacob “Mac” Qualls, Public Works Supervisor Doug Buys, Animal Control 
Officer Clayton White, Crestline Engineer Gregg Tankersley and Office Assistant Jessi Martin were present.  
Public in attendance were:  Toby Olson representing Olson Excavation, Wade Wilde, Carol Campbell, Steve 
Berry, Darcy McDaniel, Marsha Shriver, Bruce Stuart, and Debbie Stuart. 
 

Agenda Item 2) Welcome & Pledge of Allegiance 
Mayor Spelman led the Pledge of Allegiance and welcomed all that were present.     

 

Agenda Item 3) Adjustments to Agenda:   
NONE 
 

Agenda Item 4) Communications and Reports: 

a) Mayor 
i. Flood Prevention Update:  Mayor Spelman reported that she felt that the flood season was 

going well this year due to cooperative weather.  Spelman stated that she would speak with 
property owner Dan Hearne to discuss the option of his employees working on ditches on his 
property to reroute storm water away from the city.   
 
Public Works Supervisor Doug Buys reported that the crew had started cleaning out the ditch 
along Wiley and would continue the work as the City dries out.   

 

b) City Council Members  
i. Industrial Park Liaison (Mencer) 

Council Member Mencer reported that progress on the Industrial Park is at a halt waiting for 
spring and for the property to dry out.   
 

ii. Park Liaison (Mencer) 
Council Member Mencer stated that she had been attending park improvement meetings.  
Mencer asked that Darcy McDaniel report on the Park since she is a member of the small 
committee that is enthusiastically working on park improvements.   
 
McDaniel stated that the group would like to replace the tree that died at the park with a 
donated tree.  The group would like to remove the dead tree and plant the new tree on Arbor 
Day, Friday, April 26, 2013.   
 
Council Member Mencer explained that the park improvement committee is a sub-committee 
of the Meadows Valley Community Foundation.  Mencer stated that the committee is very a 
positive, motivated group and is willing to help with painting, planting flowers, etc.   
 
McDaniel asked if the group had permission to replace the dead tree.  Mayor Spelman 
reminded McDaniel to be sure to leave room at the park for Labor Day events.  Mencer 
suggested that the group meet with Public Works Supervisor Buys to find out where water 
and sewer lines are located.  The Council agreed that the group could replace the tree.     



CITY OF NEW MEADOWS  
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
MONDAY, APRIL 08, 2013 AT 7:00PM 

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
NEW MEADOWS CITY HALL  

 

Page 2 of 17 

iii. Streets Liaison (Wilde) 
Council Member Wilde reported that she would like to discuss a sign being placed on South 
Norris to alert motorists that South Norris is not a thru street and that it is not Highway 95.  
Wilde stated that there are numerous incidents of truck drivers missing the turn at the 
intersection of Norris and Virginia causing a hazard on South Norris.   
 

iv. Law Enforcement Liaison (Moore) 
Council Member Moore stated that an Adams County Sheriff’s report was included in the 
packet for review.  Moore reported that she would be meeting with new Sheriff Ryan 
Zollman and new Under Sheriff Jeff Brown so if the Council would like anything specific be 
discussed to let her know.   
 
Mayor Spelman asked if the City was receiving funds from Adams County for traffic 
violations that occur within City Limits if the motorist is not pulled over until they are 
outside City limits.  Clerk/Treasurer Qualls stated that the funds are distributed according to 
the location of the violation.  Qualls reported that the court submits an annual report to the 
City every January.  Spelman asked that Qualls confirm that the annual and monthly reports 
balance. 
   

v. Water / Sewer Board of Appraisers (Spelman, Mencer, Priddy)   
Mayor Spelman reported that the Board meets on or before May 10, 2013 and will have more 
information following that date.   

 

c) Staff 
i. Public Works Report:   Public Works Supervisor Doug Buys reported that streets are drying 

out and that sink holes are improving and water and sewer systems are fine.   

 

Buys reported that the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit is 
included in the packet.  Buys stated that the Permit is very important and suggested that the 
Mayor and Council review it.  Buys reported that the requirements and restrictions within the 
draft permit will not be too difficult for the City to comply with.  The only concern for Buys is 
the phosphorous level limit.  Buys explained that phosphorous cannot be broken down and is in 
everything.  Buys reported that during months that flow levels are higher, the phosphorous levels 
are higher.  The public comment period for the NPDES Permit is April 4, 2013 thru May 6, 2013 
during which time the City will request that the Environmental Protection Agency make a 
change to the phosphorous level limit.  
 
Buys reported that construction on the kiosk at Dorsey Warr Park is complete and that it really 
looks good.  Buys reported that the Public Works Crew will poor concrete at the Kiosk site and 
then the project will be finished.   

 
ii. Animal Control Report: Animal Control Officer White stated that he is patrolling at different 

times for a few hours per day.   
 
Mayor Spelman reported observing two unlicensed dogs at large and asked that Animal Control 
Officer White be on the lookout.   
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City Clerk / Treasurer Reports:  Clerk/Treasurer Qualls directed the Council’s attention to a 
few reports that had not been included in their packets but had been on the Council’s table prior 
to the meeting.  Qualls verbally went over his reports. (ATTACHMENT A)   

  

Qualls reported that the finalized Quarterly Financial Report would be available on Tuesday, 
April 9, 2013 by 10:15am.   

 
iii. Office Assistant Report:  Mayor Spelman and Council Members reviewed Office Assistant 

Jessi Martin’s written report.  (ATTACHMENT B)  
 

d) Crestline Engineer’s Report – North Commercial Avenue 
Crestline Engineer representative Gregg Tankersley verbally went over his written report.  
(ATTACHMENT C)  Tankersley reported that attached to his report was a proposal from STRATA for 
geotechnical engineering that he would urge the Mayor and City Council to review as well.   
 
Tankersley asked if Clerk/Treasurer Qualls if the Idaho Department of Lands (IDL) had responded to 
the submitted reclamation plan.  Qualls replied that it would be a few weeks before a response would be 
received.   
 
Tankersley asked what action the City would like to take regarding the Environmental Information 
Document (EID) that JUB is apparently still working on.  Options include: contacting JUB to determine 
progress status of the EID, asking that Mountain Waterworks Tim Farrell contact JUB, or asking that 
JUB refund the City the amount that they have been paid to complete the EID and hiring Mountain 
Waterworks to complete it.  Tankersley stated that the EID needed to be moved up on the City’s priority 
list due to its importance regarding budgeting for future projects.  The City Council agreed that Tim 
Farrell with Mountain Waterworks be solicited to contact JUB.     
 
Clerk/Treasurer Qualls reported that the City would have a greater opportunity to receive grant funding 
if agencies the City completed a Bond election.   
 
Citizen Marsha Shriver suggested that the Mayor, City Council, staff, and engineer be more specific or 
give an explanation of meanings of abbreviations used during discussions.  Council President Priddy 
suggested that a cheat sheet be created giving citizens the meanings of abbreviations commonly used 
during City Council Meetings.  Mayor Spelman stated that she would like to host an Ask the Mayor 
Event at City Hall so that the public has the opportunity to gain a better understanding of City business.   
 

e) Other (Mailbag, Other Elected Officials, etc.) 
Clerk/Treasurer Qualls directed the Mayor and Council’s attention to an e-mail he had received from 
Adams County Clerk Sherry Ward regarding a meeting between the Adams County Board of 
Commissioners and all parties involved with the Packer John Park to be held on Monday April 22, 2013 
at 1:30pm in the Commissioner’s room at the Adams County Courthouse.   
 
Council Member Mencer stated that it had been brought to her attention that a business owner on North 
Norris had installed RV spots with hook-ups behind the existing business and is possibly renting spaces 
out.  Planning and Zoning Chairperson Marsha Shriver stated that the matter had not been brought 
before the Commission.  Mayor Spelman stated that she would investigate the allegation.   
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Clerk/Treasurer Qualls stated that he had found two people to attend the grant class in Kamiah April 18, 
thru April 20, 2013 along with him.  The cost for the team of three to attend the class is $300.00, not 
including food and lodging.  The team will all be working on a grant for new playground equipment at 
the City’s Dorsey Warr Park.    Council Member Mencer stated that she was not comfortable paying for 
meals and lodging for the two additional team members but believes that the City should pay for the 
entire team to attend the class since the grant would benefit the City.  Council Member Wilde asked 
Qualls to estimate a cost of the City paying for meals, lodging and the class for the entire team versus 
Qualls only.  Qualls estimated the total would be approximately $500.00 of the entire team was covered 
and approximately $400.00 if the City paid his way only.  Wilde asked if it would cost more to hire a 
certified grant writer to write the grant or to send the team to the class with all expenses paid.  Mencer 
replied that it a certified grant writer would be more costly.  Council Member Moore suggested that the 
City pay for the class and lodging for the team of three and meals for Qualls only.  The Council agreed.   
 

Agenda Item 5) Approval of Invoices:  

Mayor Spelman and Council Members reviewed invoices. 
 

•••• Council Member Moore moved to approve the payment of invoices; Council Member Mencer 
seconded the motion.  Voice vote indicated no opposition to the motion with all members voting aye.  
Motion carried.   

 

Agenda Item 6) Approval of Time Sheets:  

Mayor Spelman and Council Members reviewed time sheets.  Council Member Moore pointed out a typo on 
March 28, 2013 of Office Assistant Martin’s time sheet.  Mayor Spelman requested that Qualls refrain from 
using military time on the time sheets.     

 

•••• Council Member Mencer moved to approve time sheets pending correction of the typo; Council 
Member Moore seconded the motion.  Voice vote indicated no opposition to the motion with all 
members voting aye.  Motion carried.   

 

Agenda Item 7) Approval of City Council Meeting Minutes of March 11, 2013:  

Mayor Spelman and Council Members reviewed March 11, 2013 Regular City Council Meeting Minutes.   
 

•••• Council Member Mencer moved to approve March 11, 2013 Regular City Council Meeting Minutes; 
Council Member Wilde seconded the motion.  Voice Vote indicated no opposition to the motion 
with all voting aye.  Motion carried. 

 
 

Agenda Item 8) Dust Abatement Product Presentation – Review Dust Abatement Product 

Public Works Supervisor Buys reported that Toby Olson with Olson Excavation had mentioned the option of 
using mag chloride on City streets for dust abatement instead of lignin.  Buys asked that Olson present the 
option to the City Council.   
 
Toby Olson introduced himself.  He explained that lignin is an older product made primarily of tree sap. Lignin 
is becoming more and more difficult to obtain due to it being utilized for purposes other than dust abatement.  
Lignin is a surface sealer, it sprays up onto cars, is tracked into homes, and it has a bad odor.   
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Olson stated that mag chloride is basically highly concentrated salt water and is a much more effective dust 
abatement product.  Mag Chloride is a sub-surface sealer it soaks through the surface to prevent dust. 
 
Mayor Spelman asked Olson what the difference in price between lignin and mag chloride is.  Olson replied 
that lignin concentrate is approximately $225.00 per ton.  Olson will sell the City of New Meadows mag 
chloride for $0.85 per gallon.  Olson also offered to assist Buys with the application process.   

TABLED 

 

Agenda Item 9) Engineer Selection – Review / Discuss / Decision on Interview Committee’s recommendation 

for selection of City Engineering Firm.  

The interview committee recommended that the City Council select Crestline Engineering for the City’s 
Engineering Firm.    

 

•••• Council Member Wilde moved to hire Crestline Engineering to provide the City with general 
engineering services; Council Member Mencer seconded the motion.  Voice Vote indicated no 
opposition to the motion with all voting aye.  Motion carried. 

 

Agenda Item 10) Building Permit Fee Forgiveness – Review / Discuss / Decision on forgiving Building 

Permit Fee for 416 Katherine Street. 

 

•••• Council Member Mencer moved to forgive the Building Permit Fee for 416 Katherine Street; 
Council President Priddy seconded the motion.  Voice Vote indicated no opposition to the motion 
with all voting aye.  Motion carried. 

 

Agenda Item 11) Water / Sewer Fee Forgiveness – Review / Discuss / Decision on relieving a portion of 

water / sewer fees for a property owner.  (Pending written request)  

Clerk/Treasurer Qualls explained that he had been working with a property owner to remove some late fees that 
had been accrued on a vacant property that has been put up for sale.  Qualls reported that a sale had been 
pending on the property but that the sale had fallen through.  The property owner wrote a letter requesting that 
water/sewer fees be forgiven on the property due to hardship.   
 
Qualls reported that that balance owed could be collected one time per year by filing a lien.  The Council 
requested that Qualls respond with a letter stating that late fees would be removed only one time and only if the 
full principle balance is paid.  Council President Priddy suggested that Qualls annually place liens on past due 
accounts. 
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Agenda Item 12) Budget Calendar Approval – Approve Budget Calendar, setting Public Hearing Date for 

City Budget for Fiscal Year 2013 / 2014. 
Clerk/Treasurer Qualls explained that it is required that the Adams County Clerk be notified of the Public 
Hearing Date on or before April 30, 2013.  On a draft Budget Calendar that Qualls had created for Council’s 
approval the Public Hearing Date was scheduled for August 12, 2013.   

   

•••• Council Member Moore moved to tentatively adopt the budget on July 8, 2013 and to hold the 
Public Hearing for the Budget for Fiscal Year 2013/2014 on August 12, 2013; Council Member 
Wilde seconded the motion.  Voice Vote indicated no opposition to the motion with all voting aye.  
Motion carried. 
 

a) Water/Sewer Rate Study – Discuss ordering a Water/Sewer Rate Study from an outside source or 

having staff complete.   
Public Works Supervisor Buys stated that Idaho Rural Water Association (IRWA) can perform a rate 
study at no charge to the City.  Buys suggested that the Board of Appraisers invite IRWA to their 
meeting to explain the findings and answer questions.  The Council agreed with Buys suggestion.   
 

b) Board of Appraisers Meeting Date – Review / Discuss / Decision on date of Board of Appraisers 

Meeting date to discuss Water/Sewer Rates. 
Mayor Spelman, Council President Priddy, and Council Member Mencer scheduled the Board of 
Appraisers Meeting for Tuesday, May 7, 2013 at 7pm at which time they will hear from IRWA 
regarding the rate study.   
 

c) COLA – Review / Discuss / Decision on Cost of Living Increase for City Employees for Fiscal Year 

2013/2014.   
Mayor Spelman suggested that the Council schedule a Special Meeting to discuss cost of living 
increases for city employees for Fiscal Year 2013/2014.  The Council decided to hold the Special 
Meeting at 6:00pm before the Regular City Council Meeting on Monday, May 13, 2013  
 

Agenda Item 13) Acceptance of Planning & Zoning Commission Resignation – Kraig Spelman 

Mayor Spelman and the Council reviewed Kraig Spelman’s letter of resignation from the Planning & Zoning 
Commission.   

 

•••• Council Member Mencer moved to accept Kraig Spelman’s resignation from the Planning & Zoning 
Commission; Council Member Moore seconded the motion.  Voice Vote indicated no opposition to 
the motion with all voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 

Agenda Item 14) Chicken Coop Request – Decision on request to allow chickens inside city limits 

Mayor Spelman and the Council briefly discussed pros and cons of allowing chickens inside city limits.  Citizen 
Steve Berry stated that he would put together a formal proposal including restrictions, fees, and permits, to 
allow chickens inside City limits and present it to the Planning & Zoning Commission to begin the process.   

TABLED 
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Agenda Item 15) Planning & Zoning Comprehensive Plan Update – Discuss the Planning & Zoning 

Commissions recommended changes to the 2005 New Meadows Comprehensive Plan.   

Planning & Zoning Chairperson Marsha Shriver stated that the Commission had been working on updating the 
2005 New Meadows Comprehensive Plan for eight months.  Shriver explained that the Commission had 
reorganized sections, removed redundancies, and added new information.  Shriver suggested that the Council 
review the changes that were made to the Comprehensive Plan in order to be prepared to make a decision on 
accepting the alterations.  The planning and Zoning Commission will hold a public hearing concerning the 
updated Comprehensive Plan on May 6, 2013.  Shriver recommended that if updates to the Comprehensive Plan 
are intended occur every five years the City aim to do so.   

TABLED 

 

Agenda Item 16) Right of Way Issue – Discussion on Right-of-Way’s at Katherine and Norris Avenue. 

Council Member Wilde recused herself.  A Katherine street resident Bruce Stuart reported that he had been in 
contact with the State and the Adams County Assessor. He explained that the meaning of the State’s curb and 
gutter code requiring property owners to be responsible to the center of the road bordering their property is 
requiring property owners to maintain the right-of-way, not to add landscaping to it.  Stuart provided pictures of 
alleged illegal encroachment on City right-of-ways.  

TABLED 
 

Agenda Item 17) Merit Pay Increase Review / Discuss / Decision on a Merit Pay Increase for City Employees 

for current Fiscal Year 2012/2013.  (Previously Tabled)  

Council Member Mencer stated that a decision needed to be made on the issue due to the fact that it had been 
tabled since October 2012.  Mencer reported that each City Council Member had completed evaluations and 
that the evaluations will go into personnel files of each employee.   
Council Member Moore suggested that since all evaluations had not been averaged, compared, and discussed 
amongst the City Council the Council approve giving all employees an equal 3.5% merit raise was built in to 
the budget for FY 2012/2013.   

 

•••• Council Member Moore moved to give all City Employees a 3.5% merit raise plus retro pay dated 
back to October 1, 2012; Council Member Wilde seconded the motion.  Voice Vote indicated no 
opposition to the motion with all voting aye.  Motion carried. 

 

Agenda Item 18) Public Input:  Members of the public may offer input on city-related items that are not on 

the agenda for public hearing.  Please keep comments to three minutes.  Any item requiring City Council 

action must be placed on a future agenda for consideration.  Comments regarding the performance of city 

employees are inappropriate at this time and should be directed to the Mayor by appointment after tonight’s 

meeting.   

NONE 
 

Agenda Item 19) Agenda Items for next meeting:  A discussion by the board to have items added to the 

agenda for the next regular meeting, and / or to set a time, date, & place for a special meeting.   

NONE 
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Agenda Item 20) Adjourn 

 

•••• Council President Priddy moved to adjourn the April 8, 2013 Regular City Council Meeting at 
10:33pm; Council Member Moore seconded the motion.  Voice vote indicated no opposition to the 
motion with all members voting aye.  Motion carried. 

 
 
 

 

OFFICIAL:   _/s/ Julie Spelman_________ ______             ATTEST: _/s/ Jacob Qualls______________               

  Julie Spelman, Mayor        Jacob Qualls, City Clerk         
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Attachment A  
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Attachment A continued… 
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Attachment A continued… 
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Attachment B 
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Attachment C 
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Attachment C continued… 
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Attachment C continued… 
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Attachment C continued… 
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Attachment C continued…  

 


